Urokinase and tissue plasminogen activators and their inhibitor PAI-1 in human tumors.
The content of urokinase and tissue plasminogen activators and their inhibitor PAI-1 in tumors and histologically intact tissues from patients with breast, ovarian, and non-small-cell lung cancer was measured by enzyme immunoassay. The content of urokinase plasminogen activator and PAI-1 considerably increased in all malignant tumors, however the correlation between the expression of components of the plasminogen activation system and clinical morphological feature and prognosis of the disease depends on the type of tumor.